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1.  Introduction 
 
On November 14, 2007, Mayor Frank G. Jackson announced the creation of the 
Cleveland Green Building Standard.  In his remarks he said, “The City of 
Cleveland is working to make Cleveland a City of Choice. In doing so, Cleveland 
seeks to provide affordable housing that reduces the costs to home buyers & 
renters for heating & cooling, reduces the environmental impact of our 
communities, and provides universal access to the elderly and disabled. 
Cleveland will develop green building policies that help create houses that: 
  

 Are affordable to operate and maintain 
 Are energy efficient 
 Healthy  
 Accessible and transit oriented 
 Reduce impact on the environment by managing stormwater run-off and 

provide green space for healthy communities” 
 
The Mayor also announced a timetable for implementation of the Green Building 
Standard.  Beginning in 2008, developers could qualify for additional resources 
for residential projects meeting the standard; in 2009, all residential projects 
receiving direct assistance from the City of Cleveland would be required to meet 
the Cleveland Green Standard; and in 2010 all residential projects seeking 
Cleveland’s CRA tax abatement would be required to meet the standard. 
 
This handbook is a reference guide for developers, builders and homeowners who wish 
to implement the Cleveland Green Building Standard.  The Green Building Standard. Is 
designed to help homeowners contain energy costs, reduce their contribution to climate 
change and to reduce the demand for scarce natural resources.  The Standard also 
creates direct benefits for developers, including cost savings from efficient operation, a 
marketing advantage and public recognition of the high performance nature of their 
homes. 
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2.  Green Housing Advisory Committee 
 
The City of Cleveland is grateful to the members of the Green Housing 
Committee who volunteered their time to review the operational issues 
presented by the new policies on Green residential development.  The committee 
members are: 
 

Chuck Ackerman, Cleveland Housing Network 
Robert Jackimowicz, Cleveland City Council Staff 
Mandy Metcalf, Environmental Health Watch 
David Payne, Payne and Payne Builders 
The Honorable Sabra Pierce Scott, Cleveland City Council, Ward 8 
Keith Sutton, Sutton Builders 
Norman Tidmore, Cleveland Department of Community Development 
Andrew Watterson, Cleveland Sustainability Office 
Bill Whitney, Enterprise Community Partners 
John Wilbur, Cleveland Department of Community Development  

 
3.  Cleveland Green Housing Policy 

 
Beginning January 1, 2009, all projects seeking public funding and incentives 
shall meet the requirements set forth in the “Cleveland Green Standard.”  The 
standard established is based on the nationally recognized green building criteria 
and standards of Enterprise Green Communities Initiative.  Projects receiving 
assistance will need to meet all the mandatory requirements of the Enterprise 
Green Communities standards plus provide evidence their project achieves 35 
discretionary points.   
 
Beginning January 1, 2010, to qualify for residential tax abatement under 
Cleveland’s Community Reinvestment Area (CRA) tax abatement program all new 
construction and rehabilitation projects will need to meet or exceed the 
Cleveland Green Standard.   
 
Homeowners are strongly encouraged to apply the Cleveland Green Standard to 
their entire home when undertaking major improvements, but tax abatement will 
be available if:    
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 the project is limited to untreated spaces (commonly 
garages, outbuildings or outdoor improvements); or  

  
 is a home addition. 

 
 

4. Enterprise Green Communities  
 

The Green Communities Initiative was developed by Enterprise Community 
Partners in cooperation with other national housing and environmental 
organizations including USGBC. This program is specifically designed to promote 
green building for affordable housing and is the first in the country to address 
the need to improve the housing stock of low and moderate income 
communities.  
 
A full explanation of Enterprise Green Communities can be found in Appendix 1 
and at http://www.practitionerresources.org/cache/documents/666/66641.pdf 
 

 
5. Alternative Green Evaluation Systems 

 
Builders and Developers may have made business decisions or based their 
building approaches based on other Green rating systems.  To provide 
operational flexibility, Cleveland will recognize two other Green Rating systems as 
substantially equivalent to the Enterprise Green Communities standard. 
 

Leadership in Energy and Environment - (LEED) Silver 
 
LEED was created by the U.S. Green Building Council as an industry based 
green building standard. LEED is divided into five categories that address 
various components of a green building.   A LEED Silver project must be 
certified as earning 33-38 of the 69 points available under the LEED 
program. 
 
Developers using LEED for their developments will need to meet the Silver 
standard.  As of this writing, LEED certification is available for high-rise new 
construction, multi-family renovation and single family new construction. 
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A full explanation of the LEED program and the standards for Silver certification 
can be found at http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=222.  
 
A LEED for Homes single family new construction project will qualify under the 
Cleveland Green Standards program.  More information on LEED for Homes can 
be found at  http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=147  
 
LEED is developing a REGREEN program for home restoration projects.  
“Restoration” encompasses rehab and renovation, but does not include simple 
home repairs.  The REGREEN program has not yet developed a rating system.  If 
you are committed to a LEED REGREEN project please contact the Cleveland 
Department of Community Development at (216) 664-4000 to discuss the way 
your project may qualify for assistance. 
 
 
National Association of Home Builders National Model Green Home 
Building Guidelines. 
Developers of newly constructed homes may use the NAHB National 
Model Green Home Building Guidelines if they achieve the scores shown in 
the table below.   These scores exceed the requirements for the NAHB 
“Gold” requirements. 
 
NAHB anticipates the acceptance of a revised National Green Building 
Standard shortly.  This expanded program will include single and multi-
family renovation and will include a new “platinum” rating.  Once official, 
changes will be made to this policy to reflect the new, more inclusive 
standards. 
 

National Green Building 
Standard Categories 

Additional Points Required 

Lot Design 36 
Resource Efficiency 77 
Energy Efficiency 100 
Water Efficiency 34 
Indoor Air Quality 72 
Operations 16 
Global 11 
Optional Points 50 
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6. Historic Homes and Buildings 
 
Applicants completing restoration of a historic home or structure may us any of 
the recognized Green Rating systems, but are strongly encouraged to use the 
Enterprise Green Communities Standard which provides the flexibility to maintain 
key historic components with modest administrative cost. 
 
 

7. Evidence of Compliance 
 
Every project should begin with a Green Development Plan developed by the 
owner, design professionals and the builder/contractor.  Homeowners are 
encouraged to have the Green Rater help with this plan.  The Green 
Development Plan assures that all member of the project team understand the 
Green goals for the project.  The City will request a copy of the Green 
Development Plan at a time determined by the program being used. 
 
Developers and owners of all homes rehabilitated or constructed with the 
assistance above will need to secure third party verification of compliance with 
the standards.  Each of the qualifying Green Rating Systems has certified raters.  
The cost of   The table below identifies the type of raters and a resource with the 
current list of qualified experts. 
 
Program Rater Resource List 
Enterprise 
Green 
Communities 

HERS 
Certified 
Raters 

http://www.ehw.org/AGHC/AGHC_EnergyAuditor
Flyer.pdf 

LEED LEED 
Certified 
Providers 

http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPag
eID=1554 

NAHB Model 
Green Home 
Building 
Guidelines 

Green 
Building 
Standard 
Raters 

Contact The Cleveland HBA for a list of local 
green raters 
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Appendix 1:  Enterprise Green Communities Checklist and References 
 
A complete overview of the Enterprise Green Communities Program can be found 
at http://www.greencommunitiesonline.org/tools/criteria/ 
 
The Checklist for Enterprise Green Communities follows: 
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Appendix 2:  LEED Silver References 
 
 
 
LEED Guidelines for multi-family new construction and multi-family major 
renovation projects can be found at: 
http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=1095 
 
LEED for Homes Guidelines for newly constructed houses can be found at: 
http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=147 
 
Note:  Some readers may find LEED-ND appropriate for their projects.  LEDD-ND 
provides guidance for large scale development projects that will have an impact 
at a neighborhood level.  It’s standards do not apply to a single structure.  
Information and Criteria for LEED-ND can be found at: 
http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=148 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Cleveland Green Building Standard Handbook   
Cleveland Department of Community Development 
Published February 7, 2009 
 
 
 

Page 13 of 21 

 
Appendix 3:  NAHB Model Green Home Building Guidelines References 
and Checklist  
 
The complete NAHB Model Green Home Building Guidelines as published in 2005 
can be accessed through the following: 
http://www.nahbgreen.org/content/pdf/nahb_guidelines.pdf 
 
Take a look at what is coming!  The more comprehensive NAHB Green Building 
Standard is currently under review.  The guidelines for restoration and the new 
‘platinum’ standard can be reviewed here:   
http://www.nahbrc.org/technical/standards/gbseconddraft.aspx 
 
The NAHB Pocket Checklist Begins on the next page. 
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