Water supply and regional growth | GreenCityBlueLake

10/11/13 10:59 AM

Land

Upcoming Events
Home » Water supply and regional growth

Search

Projects
Planning & development
projects

About
About us
Contact
Donate
Join
Network map
Sustainability jobs

Marc Lefkowitz
Administer
Blogs
Forums
Image galleries
Latest images
My account
Node locations
Quotes
Recent changes
User locations
Create content
Recent posts
Log out

Users
Online

New

There is currently 1 user and
1 guest online.

Online users
Marc Lefkowitz

Mon

The content access permissions need to be rebuilt. Please visit this page.

Water supply and regional growth
View

Edit

Outline

Track

»

October

Sun

Practice areas
Arts & Culture
Building
Economy
Education
Energy
Food
Health
Land
Spirit
Transportation
Water
Zero waste

«

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Submitted by David Beach | Last edited November 15, 2007 - 10:47am
Posted in: Land regional agenda Water regional agenda
Add child page 5835 reads

Facebook

Twitter

Print this

Email this

The City of Cleveland's recent proposal to
sell water to Portage County raises lots of
issues about where development should be
promoted in the region — and who gets to
decide.
According to the proposed 20-year
agreement, the city's Division of Water
(which already serves Cuyahoga County
and portions of outlying counties) would
supply water to Portage County under a
master meter water service agreement for
supply to Aurora and other areas within
Portage County. The agreement is open-ended about the amount of water to be supplied. The only
limitation is that the expanded service area be within the Lake Erie watershed in accordance with Great
Lakes Basin agreements restricting water diversions. This area includes about half of Portage County
(see map of the watershed boundary below).
In return, Cleveland would receive fees for the water used, as well as payments of $100,000 per year
that will be deposited into a special economic development fund. The agreement also would authorize
the city administration "to enter into an economic development agreement or agreements with Portage
County and any other necessary public authorities to mitigate economic impacts to Cleveland’s General
Fund that may result from the extension of water service to the City of Aurora and other areas of
Portage County." Thus, the city could be compensated if, for example, a Cleveland company was lured
out to Portage County as a result of the new water supply.
It's easy to understand why the parties favor the agreement. The Cleveland Division of Water has lost
customers in recent years as the economy of Cuyahoga County has contracted. Now it needs new
customers to cover operating costs and debt service (indeed the City Council ordinance to approve the
agreement says that the expansion of service area is important for the Division of Water's bond credit
rating). In addition, by expanding its customer base, the water system can spread out the burden of
future rate increases. (This also explains why the Division of Water doesn't promote water
conservation; it wants to pump more water to increase revenues.)
Portage County communities, such as Aurora, would benefit from the agreement because they need a
larger and more secure supply of water to serve future growth. They are prevented from drawing water
from the major river in the county, the Cuyahoga, because Akron claims all the water from the
Cuyahoga. So many Portage County communities have to rely on wells. In Kent's case, for example,
wells provide excellent water, but the supply is limited. Cleveland water service, on the other hand, can
supply a virtually unlimited volume of water from Lake Erie.
Regional questions about extending water service
But does this deal make sense for the larger region? Here are some questions to ask:
Why do just two local governments — Cleveland and Portage County — get to decide about
something that will have regional impacts on land use and development patterns? What about the
interests of other communities in Cuyahoga County that may lose population and tax base to new
developments in Portage County? Through the water fees paid by their residents, these other
communities have also helped to build the Cleveland water system.
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The agreement mentions the danger of companies moving from Cleveland to Portage County.
What about all the other costs of promoting more outmigration of population, jobs, and tax base
from Cuyahoga County to formerly rural areas of Portage County?
Is it in the best interest of the region as a whole to promote more development in Portage County?
Will the new development be sustainable? Do we want more Streetsboro auto-centric sprawl?
Does "regionalism" mean we have to support development everywhere and anywhere in Northeast
Ohio?
Could the region (and the state) provide incentives so our public infrastructure agencies can
concentrate on promoting sustainable development in good locations?
How can we develop a regional consensus about where to promote development?
What other questions should be asked?

Map of Portage County: Shaded area is within the Lake Erie basin.
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This site is inspired by the memory of Richard Shatten, a former board member of EcoCity Cleveland,
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